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print all kinds of books, a right removed by the passing of the Act
of 1709.
Brydges answered this tract the very next day.1 He stressed the
fact that the Act of 1709 expressly stated that no previous rights
held by the Universities were to be prejudiced in any way by the
passing of the Act.2 In any case, argued he, surely the Scottish and
Irish libraries did not need bribes of free copies to prevent their
stealing English copyrights. To assert such a thing was an insult
to the honour of these former kingdoms.
The Sion College authorities also sprang into action on 20
April 1818. A printed circular letter3 was approved, and the
Librarian was then instructed to send out a copy to each Fellow
and Incumbent of the College. The letter emphasized the great
utility of the library, and requested that every possible aid should
be given to prevent Sir Egerton Brydges's Bill passing into an Act.
In the third edition of his Vindication Edward Christian pen-
ned a rhetorical flourish about the enormous literary value of the
privilege to the Universities. He wrote:
"This inestimable grant to the Universities and public libraries we
owe to the wisdom of our ancestors, who thought it the best calculated
to promote the interests of Religion, Morality, Law, Agriculture,
Manufactures, Commerce, and of Elegant Literature; in short, of all
that can improve, profit, or adorn mankind. If ever a day should come,
which heaven avert! when we shall be robbed of this important privi-
lege, the prosperity of the booksellers will be greatly impaired, the
whole civilized world will sustain an irreparable loss, and science will
for ever droop and mourn."*
Whether or not such appalling consequences would have fol-
lowed the withdrawal of the copyright privilege it is impossible
to say.5 However, the opposition to the Bill was so severe that
Brydges was obliged to withdraw it. But, so numerous were the
petitions received from various penalized authors and publishers,
that it became evident to Parliament that some action was neces-
sary. The booksellers, in fact, signified their willingness again
to participate in a parliamentary inquiry. So a Select Committee
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